Whilst we would also consider the use of Rapid Rhino packs following septal surgery, on account of their superior haemostatic quality and reduced pain, we thought it prudent to express a word of warning based on our experience. The Rapid Rhino pack, particularly if heavily inflated, will cause significant pressure on what remains of the nasal septum. Given that the septum will have been mobilised during surgery, this can lead to displacement of the septal cartilage into the contralateral nostril. Consequently, the cartilage may heal in this new position, increasing the risk of operative failure.
Author's reply Dear Sirs, I thank the above authors for their interest in my and my colleague's article 'Rapid Rhino versus Merocel nasal packs in septal surgery', and for sharing their experience with readers.
In our series, we did not encounter the complication of septal cartilage displacement, as we did not use the cuffed Rapid Rhino pack but rather the non-cuffed pack (i.e. Mannheim Gel-Knit nasal pack), as mentioned in the methodology section of our article.
Moreover, we always pack both nasal cavities at the end of septal surgery; this assures even pressure on the nasal septum.
Finally, we would like to endorse the above authors' recommendations regarding bilateral and simultaneous inflation of Rapid Rhino nasal packs. Even so, we believe that use of the non-cuffed pack yields very satisfactory results with no side effects.
